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Dear participant, 

You will be taking part in the DATAGOV (Governance by Data Infrastructure in the Post-Pandemic Democracy) research project conducted by Prof. Dr. Stefania Milan at the University of Amsterdam’s Department of Media Studies. Before the research project can begin, it is important that you read about the procedures we will be applying. Make sure to read this brochure carefully. 

Purpose of the research project 
Facial recognition cameras, digital identity systems, and health dashboards have become a staple of daily life. By generating data aimed at policymaking or people’s monitoring, these “regulatory data infrastructures” take up functions that were once performed by humans inside state entities and public administrations. These developments may have severe consequences on society. DATAGOV explores how these technologies impact on democratic societies, in Europe, Brazil, India, and South Africa. It seeks to understand how they transform citizenship, state sovereignty, and societal inequality.
Who can take part in this research? 
We are inviting adult (> 16 years of age) to take part in this research. We will be asking 5-8 questions about your familiarity with data-generating technologies and your feelings about related phenomena, such as surveillance. 

Instructions and procedure 
During the first part of our conversation, the researcher will introduce the topic, and prompt the participant to answer a first set of questions. Participant and research will then be in conversation on related topics. The total duration of the interview will be BETWEEN 30 AND 45’. 

Voluntary participation 
You will be participating in this research project on a voluntary basis. This means you are free to stop taking part at any stage. This will not have any consequences and you will not be obliged to finish the procedures described above. You can always decide to withdraw your consent later on. If you decide to stop or withdraw your consent prior to publication of the research results, all the information gathered up until then will be permanently deleted. However, if information has been anonymised, it cannot be deleted because it is not possible to trace back the information to individual participants.

Discomfort, Risks & Insurance 
The risks of participating in this research are no greater than in everyday situations at home. Previous experience in similar research has shown that no or hardly any discomfort is to be expected for participants. For all research at the University of Amsterdam, a standard liability insurance applies. 

Confidential treatment of your personal details 
The information gathered over the course of this research will be used for the purpose of this research project. Your personal details will not be used in publications, and we guarantee that you will remain unidentifiable in all publications, unless you explicitly provide consent to share your personal information. Audio recordings will also never be shown in public. 

The data gathered during the research will be encrypted and stored separately from the personal details. These personal details and the encryption key are only accessible to the Principal Investigator of the DATAGOV project.

Anonymised data will be stored for a period of 10 YEARS. The non-anonymised data will only be stored as long as is necessary for the transcription of the interview, and will be deleted as soon as possible. 

If you wish, we can send you a summary of the general research results at a later stage.

Data subject rights according to the GDPR
Participants can request more information from the researcher at any time about their rights as data subjects under the EU privacy law, the GDPR.

Reimbursement [only for participants in India]
You will receive of maximum 10 Euro reimbursement for taking part in the research project. 

Further information 
For further information on the research project, please contact Prof. Dr. Stefania Milan (+31 20 – 525 2416; email: s.milan@uva.nl; Spuistraat 134, 1012VB Amsterdam, The Netherlands). 

If you have any complaints regarding this research project, you can contact the secretary of the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Amsterdam, commissie-ethiek-fgw@uva.nl; Binnengasthuisstraat 9, 1012 ZA Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 


Informed consent form

‘I hereby declare that I have been clearly informed about the DATAGOV (Governance by Data Infrastructure in the Post-Pandemic Democracy) research project conducted by Prof. Dr. Stefania Milan at the University of Amsterdam’s Department of Media Studies as described in the information brochure. My questions have been answered to my satisfaction. 

I realise that participation in this research is on an entirely voluntary basis. I retain the right to revoke this consent without having to provide any reasons for my decision. I am aware that I am entitled to discontinue the research at any time, and that I can always withdraw my consent after the research has ended. If I decide to stop or withdraw my consent, all the information gathered up until then will be permanently deleted.

If my research results are used in scientific publications or made public in any other way, they will be fully anonymised. My personal information may not be viewed by third parties. 

If I need any further information on the research, now or in the future, I can contact Prof. Dr. Stefania Milan (+31 20 – 525 2416; email: s.milan@uva.nl; Spuistraat 134, 1012VB Amsterdam, The Netherlands). 

If I have any complaints regarding this research, I can contact the secretary of the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Amsterdam; email: commissie-ethiek-fgw@uva.nl; Binnengasthuisstraat 9, 1012 ZA Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

I consent to:
- participate in this research		☐yes / ☐no
- audio recordings being made		☐yes / ☐no
- my personal details to be stored for a period of 5 YEARS 
(OR UNTIL TRANSCRIPTION OF THE RECORDING)		☐yes / ☐no

Signed in duplicate: 



……………………………	……………………….	……………………………
Name participant		Date				Signature




‘I have explained the research in further detail. I hereby declare my willingness to answer any further questions on the research to the best of my ability.’ 


……………………………	……………………….	……………………………
Name researcher		Date				Signature
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