Subject: DATAGOV Progress Update (April–July 2026)

Dear Advisory Board,
Ahead of the summer break, we are pleased to share a brief overview of recent developments across the DATAGOV team.

*Research progress*. The project has made significant progress on its research agenda. All three PhD candidates (Carina, Mattéo and Sruthi) successfully passed their pilot study evaluations (the go/no-go moment in our system) and will continue beyond the probationary period. Their pilot studies covered, respectively, state identification infrastructures in Brazil, interoperability dynamics, and digital public infrastructure as portable statecraft. Team members also advanced several working papers on infrastructural inequalities, ethics, participatory feminist ethnography, and digital ethnography, while empirical preparations for fieldwork in Europe and Brazil advanced. In June 19-21 we went on a team retreat >> Retreat: zeeland

· Events: KICK OFF – short with 

· *Publications*. The team has been productive. …  a number of exciting blog posts reflecting on project developments (add link to blog)), and the continued preparation of DATAGOV working papers to be released in the fall (list 1-2). several submitted and forthcoming journal articles and book chapters (e.g., Stefi’s on fernando’s book and Jonas’ publication on infrastructural inversion with Jo). Highlights include two books which DATAGOV cannot be fully credited for, but that emerged/will be published under the egis of our project: Data protection, privacy and artificial intelligence: The world is watching (Hart Publishing / Bloomsbury) edited by Jonas, and  the forthcoming book Transfeminist Digital Care: A Holistic Approach for Tackling Online Gendered Violence (Institute of Network Cultures) by Giulia, and  

· *Conferences and dissemination*. DATAGOV maintained a strong international presence. Team members presented research at major conferences including the Computer, Privacy and Data Protection conference in Brussels (co-directed by Jonas), the Goldsmiths symposium on Statecraft, Sovereignty and Digital Government (Sruthi), the International Congress of Feminist Anthropology (Giulia), the Surveillence Studies Network (Matteo), and will contribute to LAVITS (Carina) and EASST 2026, where DATAGOV will organize a dedicated panel and workshop (“Infrastructures of governance: Power and assemblages in the data-driven state”) with Jonas and Carina. The project also featured in conference radio programmes and public discussions, and continued its outreach through the DATAGOV LinkedIn channel.  STEFI in Hasselt

· *Methodological innovation and infrastructure*. Work continued on innovative participatory methods, including the development and testing of a new co-design game ("CAMPO", produced by Federico) to support workshops on data governance. Preparations for the project's permanent website also progressed, with launch expected after the summer. ADD: progress on living lab mission (including change of name)

· *Teaching and capacity building*. Stefania and Giulia contributed to doctoral training through teaching a crash ethnography course, and continued mentoring activities linked to the project's methodological agenda.

Overall, the past months have been marked by strong progress across research, publications, methodological development, dissemination, and community building, providing a solid foundation for the next stage of the project.
Note: we will hire soon a student assistant to support our workflow and a postdoc based in South Africa to work on the country/regional case. Should you have good candidates in mind, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
Check that out!:
· ON AIR: Sruthi (radio programme "Feminist Futures – Data & Power”) and Giulia (Here)
· Giulia presenting DATAGOV working paper at CPDP: https://youtu.be/mdS3ckh7oag?si=NF4PqlPyFaMv6vtx 
· Blog posts: (LIST)


SRUTHI
1. Submitted my pilot study titled "The Politics of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Design Principles as Governance Rationalities”, which examined how the principles of interoperability, modularity and openness are articulated and framed within influential DPI policy documents (June 2026)
2. Presented a working draft of my pilot study at the Statecraft, Sovereignty and Digital Government symposium at Goldsmiths, University of London (April 2026)
3. Wrote a blog post reflecting on the Goldsmiths symposium and how it helped expand my research ideas (June 2026)
4. Spoke on the  radio programme titled "Feminist Futures – Data & Power” recorded alongside the CPDP Conference in Brussels (May 2026)
5. Managed the DATAGOV LinkedIn page, disseminating team updates and project achievements.

GIULIA
Conferences: During these months, Giulia presented DATAGOV working paper on Infrastructural Inequalities at CPDP and held a panel on feminist digital ethnography at the III International Congress of Feminist Anthropology. At the same two conferences, she also presented her upcoming book, Transfeminist Digital Care: a Holistic Approach for Tackling Online Gendered Violence, published this July with the Institute of Network Culture (INC) as part of the Theory on Demand series (#62). Here you can listen to the talk on CPDP radio show Avatar.FM. 
Research: Giulia's main effort the last two months was focused on finalizing her first book with INC. By foregrounding a decolonial and feminist approach to data infrastructures, Transfeminist Digital Care informs the ethics and methodology of DATAGOV - which will translate into two outputs, currently work-in-progress: an ethics working paper and a methodological paper on participatory feminist ethnography. See Giulia's most recent publication on the Ethical and Methodological Challenges of Digital Feminist Ethnography.The Infrastructural Inequalities paper will be submitted in July for the CPDP Book. Finally, Giulia has submitted one methodological paper on digital ethnography in the Brazilian social media sphere and has been working on a sample of interviews (N=6) on the E-SUS, the new digitalization plan for Brazilian Health Care - as part of a Brazilian project which is now coming to conclusion. The analysis of these interviews informs her upcoming fieldwork in Brazil for the DATAGOV project. 
Infrastructure: While updating the temporary website with new Blog posts, Giulia met with Ray - DATAGOV partner designer - to structure & compile the definitive website - ready in September at latest. 
Teaching: In April, Giulia assisted Stefania for the Ethnography: Basics and Beyond course for PhD students at ASCA (10h). 

FEDERICO
- Drafted a new game-workshop around datagovlab themes and experimented 
it at team retreat. Name of the game "CAMPO", is for now a card set and 
loops a participative co-design activity around it. I am working to a 
second variant of the game to be used with the same card deck for a 
hybrid space where technology can play an active role.
JONAS

CPDP
At CPDP in Brussels (19 - 22 May 2026), the DATAGOV presented the joint theoretical working paper, and Sruthi and Giulia presented their work and represented DATAGOV on the conference radio. Stefania moderated a paper session with four early-career academics. Beyond the formal programme, we used the conference for extensive networking and to prepare groundwork for the upcoming EU fieldwork

CARINA
· All three PhD candidates passed their pilot study evaluation! Carina, Mattéo and Sruthi will have their PhD contracts extended beyond the probationary period.  
· [IN CASE THERE IS SPACE] Carina's pilot study focused on how state identification infrastructures both expand and curtail the rights of groups and individuals in Brazil. [Sruthi and Mattéo can add their own descriptions, too.]
· Jonas and Carina are headed to EASST 2026! Jonas will chair and Carina will co-chair DATAGOV's panel, “Infrastructures of governance: Power and assemblages in the data-driven state.” Carina will also present a coauthored paper at another panel, “Loopholes.”

MATTEO
· Matteo’s pilot study, titled “Connecting Bodies, Connecting Databases: Biometric Interoperability and the Transformation of EU Governance,” runs a structured literature review to grasp existing literature on the use of biometrics to connect databases in the EU internal security space. He then presented his pilot at the Security Studies Network (SSN) conference in Lille.
· Additionally, he has arranged preliminary interviews with Europol employee’s and experts on interoperability and biometrics to start piloting DATAGOV methodological frameworks while also secured field access with NATO innovation spaces to trace how identification technologies, as it is the birthplace of interoperability, arise in the security context. 

