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DATAGOV investigates how digital infrastructures, from biometrics and digital identity to health technologies, govern society by automating how information is produced, circulated, and acted upon, reshaping citizenship, sovereignty, and inequality.
At EASST 2026 (Kraków, 8–11 September), we’re convening a Panel on what it means when data infrastructures govern the polity: aligned with the conference theme “More-than-now.” If you’re working on related questions, please submit an abstract by 23:59 CET, 9 March 2026 here: https://nomadit.co.uk/conference/easst2026/p/18161
The panel is paired with a workshop that complements the discussion through a guided exchange—mapping how different approaches might connect within a broader research assemblage on regulatory data infrastructures, and spotting overlaps, complementarities, and collaboration opportunities.
We particularly welcome contributions that cross disciplinary, sectoral, and geographical boundaries, especially non-Western and comparative perspectives (assemblage thinking, infrastructural inversion, participatory methods; citizenship and digital agency; data sovereignty and expertise; infrastructures of inequality; biometric/health tech; algorithmic governance).

Blog Post/website
DATAGOV investigates how digital infrastructures increasingly govern society by automating the production, circulation, and interpretation of information. From biometric identification to digital identity systems and health technologies, these regulatory data infrastructures shape how citizenship, sovereignty, and inequality are exercised and experienced. They translate governance into code and, in doing so, reshape relations between states, markets, and citizens—raising pressing questions about power shifts, accountability, and the future of liberal democracies.
At EASST 2026 (Kraków, 8–11 September 2026), we are convening a Combined Format Open Panel—a panel of paper presentations followed by a complementary workshop—on how data infrastructures govern the polity, and what this means for democracy and governance beyond the immediate “tech debate,” in resonance with the conference theme “More-than-now.” We invite contributions that foreground infrastructures as socio-technical assemblages and sites of power, and that explore the dynamics, politics, affects, and methods of studying governance by data infrastructure.
The complementary workshop extends the conversation through a guided exchange on participants’ methodologies. As a starting point, the convenors will briefly introduce participatory walkshops as one example of infrastructural inversion in practice. From there, participants will be invited to share their own methodological approaches and explore how these might connect within a broader research assemblage on regulatory data infrastructures. The session aims to identify overlaps, complementarities, and potential collaborations across approaches and cases.
We particularly welcome contributions that cross disciplinary, sectoral, and geographical boundaries, especially those drawing on non-Western and comparative perspectives. We would love to hear from work that explores how infrastructures shape citizenship and digital agency (including access, recognition, and participation), how data sovereignty is negotiated through technocratic expertise (and through standards, metrics, and institutional authority), and how infrastructures produce and distribute inequality across communities, jurisdictions, and social groups. We are also keen on submissions engaging empirically or conceptually with biometric identification, digital identity, and health technologies as sites of infrastructural power, as well as with emerging modes of algorithmic governance and their democratic implications. Methodologically, the panel is open to a wide range of approaches, including but not limited to assemblage thinking, infrastructural inversion, and participatory methods for studying complex research ecologies.
Submitting an abstract
If this speaks to your work, we would be very happy to read your abstract. Please submit via the EASST 2026 Call for Abstracts platform by 23:59 CET on 9 March 2026: https://nomadit.co.uk/conference/easst2026/p/18161

