🌐 DATAGOV AT DMI Winter School 2026!
At the DMI Winter School 2026, we facilitated Dissecting Digital ID(ea)s, a collaborative project exploring digital identity systems not as neutral technologies, but as powerful governance infrastructures shaping access, rights, and everyday life.
Over a week-long data sprint, participants examined five national digital ID systems: DigiD (Netherlands), BankID (Sweden), SPID (Italy), Aadhaar (India), and CIN (Brazil) to ask:
• 🤔 Who builds digital IDs?
• 🏛️ How are they legitimised?
• 👥 And how do users experience them in practice?
Some of our key findings:
• 🤝 Built together: Digital IDs combine public authority with private technology providers; users have little influence on their design.
• 🚀 Deployed, not debated: Many digital IDs are rolled out through administrative or executive processes rather than parliamentary debate, often before legal frameworks are in place.
• ⚠️ Everyday frictions: Users report breakdowns, access issues, and security concerns, with social media emerging as a parallel arena for feedback.
• 📊 Policy vs. practice: Official narratives stress efficiency, while lived experiences reveal gaps and challenges in use.
Digital IDs are not just tools of convenience. They are survival infrastructures. Understanding how they are built, governed, and contested is essential for making data-driven governance more transparent, debatable, and accountable.
🔗 Read the project report here
🔗 Read the full blog post on our website
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