DATAGOV Kick-off (March 25-26, 2026)
The workshop is an invite-only event part of a two-day kick-off event of the DATAGOV project, funded by the European Research Council. The event is composed by a research/agenda setting workshop (invitations capped), a public evening event on day 1 (art performance), and a public event on day 2, open to the broader community of researchers and practictioners. Details are currently being defined. 
DAY 1: Research workshop 
This one-day workshop on Governance by Data Infrastructure invites the UvA community to discuss how regulatory data infrastructures are increasingly reshaping the polity. Often framed as efficient and inclusive solutions, these data-driven systems shift governance to automated decision-making. How does this shift affect the exercise of democratic rights? How does it reshape sovereignty? How are societies and ecosystems affected? The workshop introduces the DATAGOV project and invites participants to collectively imagine a transdisciplinary framework for understanding governance by data infrastructure. It aims to advance theoretical insights into how governance by data infrastructure reshapes democratic participation and state–citizen relations by bringing together the diverse expertise of IAS and UvA scholars. 
About the organizers: The DATAGOV lab
The DATAGOV lab (datagovlab.net) researches the politics of regulatory data infrastructures, and its role in reshaping citizenship, sovereignty, and inequalities. We are a team of international researchers from various backgrounds, including media studies, economics, political and social sciences, STS, and the humanities. 
Objectives
In this event, we will: 
· Present the DATAGOV project and its initial insights on Governance by Data Infrastructure
· Explore transdisciplinary frameworks and heuristic tools  
· Foster networking among researchers from different fields
· Explore questions regarding the socio-environmental impact of regulatory data infrastructures and how different actors attempt to reduce this burden 
· Explore new methods and opportunities for collaboration
Programme
	10:00-10:30
	Walk-in & coffee at IAS

	10:30-11:00
	Opening remarks by DATAGOV PI + tour-de-table for participant introductions

	11:00-12:30
	Lightning talks by team members (x6): Governance by Data Infrastructure (team)

	12:30-13:30
	Lunch

	13:30-15:30
	Perspectives on governance by data infrastructure (EU, NL, Brazil, India, South Africa, global)

	15:30-16:30
	Priority mapping exercise 

	16:30-17:00
	Networking borrel


Who should attend 
Researchers, students, policymakers, public servants, NGOs, and civil society interested in governance by data infrastructure, digital public infrastructures.  

